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PANEL PARTICIPANTS
Ger Bergkamp
Co-ordinator, Water and Nature Initiative
IUCN
Gland, Switzerland
Jürg Busenhart
Expert Casualty, Group Product Management
Swiss Re
Zurich, Switzerland
Steven Eisenreich
Head of Unit Inland and Marine Waters
European Joint Research Centre
Ispra, Italy
Richard Gamma
Head of Unit Environment, Safety, Technology
SGCI Chemie Pharma Schweiz
Zurich, Switzerland

Niall Watson
Legal Advisor
WWF UK
Godalming, United Kingdom
Bernhard Wehrli
Head of the Department for Surface Waters
EAWAG
Kastanienbaum, Switzerland

CHAIRING
Reto Brennwald
Journalist, Swiss Television

This panel discussion takes place 
in connection with the International 
Water Management Course IWMC.

www.iwmc.ch

PUBLIC PANEL DISCUSSION

SEPTEMBER 30, 2004, 18.30 TO 20.30, ETH ZURICH, AUDITORIUM MAXIMUM, RÄMISTRASSE 101, ZURICH

EAWAG: An autonomous research institution
under the domain of the Swiss Federal Institute of
Technology. As an international competence centre
for water, it conducts basic and applied research. 
www.eawag.ch

Swiss Re: Founded in 1863 in Zurich, Switzerland,
Swiss Re is one of the world’s leading reinsurers
with over 70 offices in more than 30 countries. 
As a centre of competence in risk management,
Swiss Re fosters an open and constructive water
dialogue to develop effective framework conditions
and best water management practices. 
www.swissre.com

WATER POLLUTION KNOWS NO BORDERS. TOXIC CHEMI-

CALS CONTINUE TO ENTER WATER BODIES AS A RESULT

OF ACCIDENTS, SUCH AS THE DAM FAILURE AT THE 

ROMANIAN BAIA MARE GOLDMINE IN 2000, AND THE

FIRE IN A CHEMICAL FACTORY AT SCHWEIZERHALLE IN

SWITZERLAND IN 1986. BOTH LED TO MASSIVE FISH KILLS

AND OTHER DAMAGE TO THE AQUATIC ECOSYSTEMS.

WHAT ARE THE IMPLICATIONS OF THIS FOR SOCIETY?

WHAT ARE THE CONSEQUENCES FOR THE PARTIES 

RESPONSIBLE? 

IN ADDITION TO ENVIRONMENTAL IMPACTS, THE DIS-

CUSSION WILL FOCUS ON ECONOMIC AND POLITICAL 

DIMENSIONS OF SUCH CROSS-BOARDER EVENTS. QUES-

TIONS CONCERNING PREVENTION, LIABILITY, INSURANCE

WILL BE RAISED WITHIN THE CONTEXT OF CURRENT

DEVELOPMENTS IN THE EU AND IN SWITZERLAND. 

INTERNATIONAL WATER MANAGEMENT COURSE IWMC

ETH Zurich, Rämistrasse 101, Zurich
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